
Executive Director’s Column
byAaronMegquier

 Thissummer,Friendswillcelebrateaconser-
vation milestone with the publication of the Plants 
of Baxter State Park field guide. Representing
morethanfouryearsofexhaustiveresearch,this
full-colorfieldguideiscurrentlybeingpublished
by the University of Maine Press. Lead author
Glen Mittelhauser did an extraordinary job bring-
ing this project to completion six months ahead of 
schedule.
 The “foreverwild” principles of Baxter State
Parkmean thatfloraand fauna takeprecedence
inmanagementdecisions.Butit’sverydifficultto
protectwhatyoudon’tknowyouhave.Duringthe
yearsofresearchforthisfieldguide,volunteerand
professionalbotanistsaddednearly300speciesto
theknownfloraofthePark.Whencombinedwith
the species that had already been documented,
thetotalfloraofBaxterStateParknowstandsat
857 species. Every single species is included in
thefieldguide.
 Sciencereliesupontheincrementalaccumu-
lationof knowledge.Thisfield guidehasdrawn
a line in the sand about the current state of our 
knowledge.Nowwecanallgooutintothewoods
–hikers,campers,botanists,andParkstaffalike–
andusethefieldguidetoidentifytheplantswe
find.Perhapsmostimportantly,wecanall tryto
findwhat’sNOTintheguide.BaxterStateParkis
abigplace,andit’sverylikelythattherearesome
speciesyettobedocumented.Youcouldbethe
onetofindthem!
 This field guidewill also provide a baseline
forunderstandingtheimpactsofclimatechange.
Maine is expected to have a climate similar to the 
current climate in the Mid-Atlantic states within 
100years.Asnewspeciesarrive inBaxterState
Park – and native species are no longer able to 
adapt tochangingconditions–we’llbeable to

 BaxterStateParkrecentlyannouncedanewpermitsystemforAppalachianTrail
(AT) thru-hikers forsummer2016.Parkstaffhavebeenraisingconcernsabout in-
creasingthru-hikernumbersanddecliningbehaviorforseveralyears.Ourcoverstory
inthesummer2015issueofForever Wildprovidedsomebackgroundontheseissues.
Here are the key details of the new permit system: 
• Allnorthbound,section,andflip-flopATthru-hikersenteringBaxterStateParkin
 2016mustobtainanATLongDistanceHikerPermitCard.Permitswillnotbe
 requiredforsouthboundATthru-hikers.
• Permitswillbefree,andtherewillbenolimitonthenumberavailablein2016.
• Hikersmustprovidetheirlegalnameandtrailname,andmustacquiretheir
 permitcardinperson.
• Thepermitcardwillbedate-stampedatthetimeofissue,andagainatKatahdin
 StreamCampgroundintheParkafterthehikercompleteshisorher
 Katahdinclimb.
• Allnorthbound,section,andflip-flopATthru-hikersenteringthroughtheTogue
 PondorMatagamongates,orstayingatTheBirchesthru-hikercampsite,willbe

Baxter State Park Implements Permit System 
for AT Thru-hikers

byAaronMegquier

ClimbingKatahdinisatraditionthatspansgenerationsinmanyfamilies.Theleftphotographshows
CharlesAnsell(atcenter)summitingKatahdininAugust1915.TherightphotographshowsLauren
Jacobs,CharlesAnsell’sgreat-granddaughter,onKatahdininAugust2015,exactly100yearslater.
Laurenisholdingthephotographofhergreat-grandfathershownabove.ThePark’snewATpermit
systemisanimportantsteptowardprotectingKatahdinfrominappropriateuse,andensuringthat
thesewildernesstraditionscancontinueforever.– Photos by Bert Call and Abigail Maynard
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understandthechangesas theyhappen.The
Park is home to the largest concentration of 
rareandendangeredplantsinMaine,andthis
guide will be a vital tool for protecting them in 
theyearsahead.
 We are planning three events around the 
state this summer to celebrate the release of 
the Plants of Baxter State Parkfieldguide:one
inBrunswick,oneintheBangorarea,andone
inMillinocket. Please stay tuned for details.
Many thanks to the volunteers and donors 
who helped to bring this project to a success-
fulconclusion.

Membership Matters
BySarahHolland,AdministrativeManager

 Ever wonder 
who our members 
are and what they 
think about BSP?
Wedo too. Inour
winter issue we 
published some 
facts about our 
membership, in-
cluding where you 
arefromandhowlongyou’vebeenmembers.
We’vemet someof you atWalks in the Park,
WarmWinterWeekend, the Annual Meeting,
volunteer programs, or other Friends events.
Otherswe’veknownsincethefoundingofour
organization.
 We know that the common thread of our 
membership is that we all care enough about 
BaxterStatePark tosupportFriends.However,
wewouldliketoknowalittlemoreaboutyou.
Whatinspiredyoutojoin?Whatprogramsare
mostimportanttoyou?Whatareyourinterests,
andwhatwouldyoulikeFriendstofocusonin
thefuture?Toanswerthesequestions,wewillbe
conducting an email survey of our membership 
laterthisyear.Pleasebeonthelookoutforthis
toappearinyourinbox.Wewouldappreciate
your candid responses. But you don’t have to
wait for the survey to let us know more about 
your experiences, expectations, and thoughts
about the Park and this organization – we would 
lovetohearfromyouatanytime.
 AsoflateMay,wearehalfwaytoourmem-
bershipgoalsfortheyear,whichisveryencour-
aging.Wewillcontinuetourgeyoutokeepyour
membership up to date, invite friends to join,
share our Facebook posts, and pass along this
newsletter. Please let anyone interested in the
ParkknowthatnewFriendsarealwayswelcome!
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Answer: Trivia Question in 
Winter Newsletter

In our winter newsletter, we posed 

this question: “In the good old days 

campers at Chimney Pond washed 

their dishes in the outlet stream. This 

unhappy place for those unlucky 

souls assigned to wash dishes was 

fondly referred to as______?” The 

answer was A, The Wash Basin.



 requiredtoshowtheirpermitcard.
• PermitcardswillbeavailableattheKatahdinStreamranger
 station,BSPHeadquartersinMillinocket,andtheATkioskat
 theParkboundarywhentheATstewardispresent.

 Every permit card issued will involve a one-on-one conversation 
betweenthethru-hikerandaBSPstaffmember.Thiswillprovidea
greatopportunitytoanswerquestionsandshareexpectationsabout
behavioronKatahdin.Thisshouldbeaverystraightforwardprocess
forhikers,particularlysincepermitsarealreadyrequiredelsewhere
ontheAppalachianTrail,includinginGreatSmokyMountainsNa-
tionalPark.
 TheAppalachianTrail Conservancy is opening a newVisitor
Center inMonson,Maine this summer.Monson is the last town
northboundthru-hikerspassthrough,andanidealspottodoout-
reachrelatedtofinishingwellonKatahdin.Permitcardswillnotbe
availableattheVisitorCenterin2016,butAThikersmaypreregister
for their permit using an on-site tablet computer provided by Baxter 
StatePark,andprintareceiptthatcanbeexchangedforapermit
whenthehikerarrivesatBaxter.Parkstaffwillreceiveinformation
onhikerregistrationsdaily.
 Friendshasreceivedmanyphonecallsandlettersrelatedtothe
AppalachianTrailoverthepastyear.Asalways,wewelcomeand
appreciatefeedbackfromourmembers.Pleasewriteoremailany-
timewithyourthoughts.Wewillcontinuetodevotesubstantialtime
andresourcestotheseissuesin2016.Formoreupdatesonouref-
fortsrelatedtotheAppalachianTrail,pleaseseethearticleonpage
sevenofthisnewsletter.

Board of Directors adopts position on 
Maine Woods National Monument

 FriendshasbeenmonitoringconservationactivityeastofBaxter
StateParkforoveradecade.In2011,Friendswasthefirstconserva-
tion organization in Maine to expressly support a feasibility study for 
anationalparkonlandsownedbyElliotsvillePlantation,Inc.–the
same lands now proposed for a new Maine Woods National Monu-
ment.WesentletterstoMaine’scongressionaldelegationandtothe
SecretaryofInteriorsharingthisposition.In2014,Friendssentlet-
terstotheMainecongressionaldelegationreaffirmingoursupport
foraconservationbufferborderingBSP.TheBoardofDirectorsof
FriendsofBaxterStateParkrecentlyendorsedtheproposaltocreate
aMaineWoodsNationalMonument.ThepositionoftheBoardisas
follows: 

1.FriendsofBaxterStateParkreaffirmsitssupport forpermanent
conservationoflandsborderingBaxterStateParkasoneactionthat
canhelppreservethewildernesscharacterofBaxterStatePark.

2. Friends of Baxter State Park, amember of the KatahdinArea
ChamberofCommerce,standswiththechambertoaffirmtheim-
portance of this area in ensuring a sustainable environmental and 
economicfuturefortheKatahdinregion.
 
3.FriendsofBaxterStateParkendorsestheestablishmentofaMaine
WoodsNationalMonumentonlandsownedbyEPIborderingBax-
terStateParkwiththeunderstandingthattheimpactsonBSPwillbe
carefullyconsidered.
 
4.FriendsofBaxterStateParksupportsaplanningprocessthatad-
dresses particular concerns, including protecting viewsheds from
BSPandensuring that lands surroundingKatahdinLakeareade-
quatelybufferedfrominappropriatepublicaccessfromroadsand
trailsontheMaineWoodsNationalMonument.

The complete position statement is posted on our website at
www.friendsofbaxter.org.

Permit System for AT Thru-hikers  Continued from pg.1

ATThru-hikerPermitCard– Photo courtesy of Baxter State Park
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2017 Baxter State Park Calendars
 have arrived!

 Thebrandnew2017BaxterStateParkcalendarishotoffthe
presses!Thepriceis$13,withsalestaxandshippingincluded.All
proceedsbenefitFriendsofBaxterStatePark.Wealsohavealim-
itednumberof2016calendarsstillavailable.Theseareonsalefor
$8,withtaxandshippingincluded.Youcanorderonlineatwww.
friendsofbaxter.orgorgiveusacall.

                     – Calendar cover photo © Billy Fay
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Deeds of Trust
 Recentlywhilecontemplatingthecreationofacommunitysolar
farmonourpropertyIneededtoexamineourdeed.Deedsarein-
teresting“creatures”thattakeonalifeoftheirown.Ifsomeoneover
thelastcoupleofcenturieswantedtoaddsomethingtoadeed,it
couldbedone.Thoseofuswhofollowintheownershipofthatparcel
havelittlerecoursebuttolivewiththeconsequencesofourprede-
cessors’decisions.Inthismanner“rightsofway”and“conservation
easements”canbegivenforfuturegenerationstouseandenjoy.Of
course,sometimesthesebecome“encumbrances”tothewishesof
latergenerations.
 PercivalBaxterknewthisverywell.Ashegavethesectionsof
cutoverlandthathehadbought,primarilyfromtheGreatNorthern
PaperCompany,tothepeopleoftheStateofMaine,hetailoredeach
deed to make sure that it would be used for the purpose that he want-
ed.Thesearemorecommonly referred toas the“DeedsofTrust.”
AccordingtoBaxter’swishesinthedeeds,huntingwouldnolonger
beallowedinmostoftheproperties.Fishingwasokayfollowingthe
rulesandregulationsoftheState.Someareaswouldbesetasidefor
thepracticeofscientificforestry.Roadswouldnotbepaved.Vehic-
ulartrafficwouldbelimited.Largevehiclesandmotorcycleswould
notbepermitted.Nocommercialenterpriseswouldexistwithinthe
Park with the exception of some in-holdings that would eventually 
betermedout.Peoplewouldbeconfinedtodesignatedcampsitesso
that they would not interfere with the wild animals in the Park that he 
loved.BaxterthenwentsofarastohavethelegislatureoftheState
ofMaineacceptthetermsofeachdeedashegavethemtotheState,

including the creation of the 
Baxter State Park Authority
to administer his wishes. By
doing all of this he hoped to 
prevent the Park’swilderness
character from being dese-
crated. He even created a
trustfundtohelpfinancethe
stewardship of the Park so 
that the Park would never be 
a burden on the taxpayers of 
theState.
 IntheyearssinceGov-
ernorBaxter’s last gift,much
has happened in the area 
around the Park. The Great
Northern Paper Company no 
longerexists.Itsholdingshave
been broken up and sold to 
the highest bidder.The once
vibrant softwood industry in 
Maine’s northern forest has
been in steep decline. The
closest paper mills to the Park 
inMillinocket,EastMillinock-
et and Lincoln have shuttered 
theirdoors,andsomeof the
valuableequipmentthatonce
produced paper used around 
the world has been sold as 

scrap.Thesetownsareshellsoftheirformerselves.Peoplefromaway
haveboughthugechunksofthenorthernforest.Oneinparticular,
JohnMalone,ownsmoreMainelandthanhisbuddyTedTurnerdoes
inMontana.Theclimatehasbeguntowarm.Thehumandemandson
BaxterStateParkhaveincreased.Parkofficialscontinuetoworkwith
the public to communicate the policies and practices that set the Park 
apartfromallotherparksinMaine.
 NowthelandseastofBaxterStateParkarethesubjectofdebate.
Thebasicquestioniswhetheraprivatelandownercangiveherland
awaytobecomeanewpublicpark.ElliotsvillePlantationInc.(EPI)
wouldliketogive87,500acresoflandtotheFederalgovernmentto
becomeaMaineWoodsNationalMonument.EPIwillevencontrib-
utea$40millionendowmentforitsmaintenance.Ifallthissounds
familiar,itshould.AcadiaNationalParkwascreatedthiswaythrough
theeffortsofGeorgeDorr.RoxanneQuimby is followingPercival
Baxter’slead,exceptthatshedoesn’ttrustourstategovernment.Per-
hapsifstateofficialshadn’tblownheroffearlierinherentrepreneurial
careershemightbeofferingthisgifttothestate,butthatiswaterover
thedam(seePhyllisAustin’sbookQueen Bee).
 ThisyearmarksthecentennialofthecreationoftheNationalPark
ServiceintheUnitedStates.Ournationalparksarethegoldstandard
forconservationthroughouttheworld.Friendssupportsthecreation
ofaNationalMonumentwithintheNationalParkSystemwiththe
properties that EPI is offering. PercivalBaxter faced great criticism
whenhegavetheStatehisgifts,buthepersevered.Hecreatedthe
goldstandardforwildlandparksinMaine.Inthefuture,let’shopethat
thenamesofDorrandBaxterwillbejoinedbythenamesofQuimby
andSt.Clairasthevisionariesthatpreservedmuchofourstatefor
futuregenerations.Theirdeedsoftrustwilllivelongafterthem.

President’s Column 
byDickKlain

WhetstoneFallsontheEastBranchofthePenobscotRiver,onthelandsproposedforanewMaineWoodsNationalMonument.
                                                                                                                                                               – Photo © Aaron Megquier
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Looking back…
byJohnNeff,AuthorofKatahdin: An Historic Journey

 
A Memorial Tribute

 FormerBaxterStateParkRangerEdWerlerpassedawayonFebru-
ary5,2016athishomeinWaldoboroatthegrandageof102.Born
inChicago,EdgrewupinIndiana,butaftervacationingseveraltimes
in Maine he fell in love with the north woods and moved here in 
1947.EdbecametheFireWardenonDeaseyMountain,whichisto-
dayonthepathoftheInternationalAppalachianTrailintheso-called
EastBranchLandsandlooksoutoverKatahdinintheneardistance.
In1950hebecameaseasonalrangeratBaxterStateParkfor10years
servingatChimneyPondandRoaringBrook.Heisespeciallyremem-
beredforhismanagementofaburrobusinessfromRoaringBrookto
ChimneyandRussellponds.
 In1960Edwasofferedafull-timepositionasaRangeratTwo
LightsStateParkinCapeElizabeth,laterbecomingaDistrictRanger
for theStateofMaine. In1982he retired toWaldoboro.Afterhis

wifeof50years,MaryJane,died,hemarriedMarthaDay,widowof
frequentparkvisitorandwell-knownartistofsomanyKatahdinarea
paintings,Maurice“Jake”Day.Iwillalwaysbegratefulfortheway
EdandMarthawelcomedmetotheirhome,“Werler’sWoods,”and
theirassistanceinmyresearchfortwoofmyKatahdinhistorybooks.
Ed wrote a popular autobiography The Call of Katahdinin2003.The
followingwassaidaboutthateffort:“Themountainspoketohim,in-
vitinghimtobeginthelifehisspirithadlongedfor,alifelivedcloseto
nature.”FriendsofBaxterStateParkgivesthanksforEd’scontributions
totheParkandforhisgreatloveofKatahdin.

Trip Report: Warm Winter Weekend, 
March 2016

by Howard Whitcomb
 TheEighthAnnualWarmWinterWeekendwasheldattheNew
EnglandOutdoorCenteronMillinocketLakefromThursday,March17,
throughSunday,March20.AnneHuntington,DickKlain,andHoward
Whitcomb coordinated arrangements with invaluable assistance from 
SarahHolland.Therewerearecordnumberofparticipants(28).The
costperpersonwasintheneighborhoodof$130forone,twoorthree
nights.Thiswascomparabletotherateinrecentyears.
 As in the past there were two evening meals for the entire group 
arranged by Howard Whitcomb. Howard provided spaghetti and
meatballsatMillinocketStreamCabinonThursday,andonFridaynight
AnneHuntingtonprovidedhomemadeturkeypiewithallthefixingsat
therecreationhall.Horsd’oeuvres,salads,anddessertswereprovid-
edbyvolunteers.Cabin-specificfooditemswerecoordinatedbyKen
Spalding,JillIppoliti,andSarahHolland.RogerZimmermanfeatured,
forthesecondconsecutiveyear,hissourdoughpancakesonSaturday
morningforeveryoneattheMillinocketStreamcabin.PeterJonesand
SarahHollandfeaturedbreakfastburritosonSundaymorningforall
comersattheSandyStreamcabin.Byallaccountsthecommunalfood
wasthebestever.Virtuallyallattendeesjoinedinforthebuffetdinner
atRiverDrivers’restaurant-braisedbeefribs,bakedsalmonandallthe
fixings.
 ProgramswereheldonbothThursdayandFridayeveningsafter
dinner.BobCrowley,along-timefriendofDickKlain’s,spokeabout
hisexperienceasawinneroftherealityTVshowSurvivoronThurs-
day.ThefollowingeveningDavidLittleandHowardWhitcombpre-
senteda45-minuteslideshowontheir(alongwithJohnNeff)recent
book,Penobscot East Branch Lands.ScotMillerdesignedthebook,
whichincludedseveralofhisownphotos.Thepresentationfocused
onprominentsocial,historicalandculturalfeaturesofthelands,e.g.,
theNativeAmericans,logging,sportingcamps,Thoreau,TeddyRoo-
sevelt,PercivalBaxter,MyronH.Avery,WilliamO.Douglas,andthe
InternationalAppalachianTrail.

 Therewerenogroup-wideorganizedactivities;however,small
groupswenthiking,skiing,andsnowshoeingintheimmediatearea
aswellas inBSP, theDebsconeagarea,andElliotsvillePlantation
Inc.lands.Snowconditionswerenotoptimalgiventheproblematic
iceconditionsonMillinocketLakeandtheminimalsnowpack.An
individual highlight was the Bill Webster/Ellen Klain ski excursion to 
theicecavesintheDebsconeagWildernessArea.ThisWarmWin-
terWeekendformatseemstobeverypopularamongFriendsmem-
bers.Datesfor2017havealreadybeenreserved.Moreinformation
for the next Warm Winter Weekend will be coming in later editions 
ofthisnewsletter.

ThisMaurice“Jake”DaypaintingshowsEdWerlerandhisburrosonthewayto
RussellPond.ThepaintingisinthecollectionofBaxterStateParkandisondis-
playatParkHeadquarters.– Image courtesy of Baxter State Park

Participants cross a partially frozen stream on skis during the 8th annual Warm 
WinterWeekendinMarch2016.– Photo © Tom Maycock

In Memoriam:  
Lt. Col. Patrick J. Whelan 

12/1/69 - 4/11/16
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Our Readers Write
Perspectives on the 

National Monument debate
Voices from History
 The following remarks were prepared 
by John W. Neff for a panel presentation on 
May 16, 2016 at a public meeting hosted by 
Senator Angus King on the proposed Maine 
Woods National Monument. The panel did 
not take place due to time constraints, but we 
reprint John’s remarks here in their entirety. 

 I am greatly honored on this occa-
sion to be the one to point out the ex-
ceptional historical features of the East 
Branch Lands now being considered for 
federalprotection.Eachoneofushasa
fervent interest in this project and we all 
earnestly trust the generous proposal of 
the Quimby family will receive careful 
andthoughtfulconsideration.Isaluteall
ofyouforbeingpresent.
 Thereareanumberofpersonspres-
ent today but only in spirit - whose voic-
es are important enough for us to hear 
them during the crucial decision-making 
process over themonths ahead. Permit
metobetheirvoice.
 Iwant,firstofall,foryoutohearthe
voices of our Native American brothers 
and sisters who inhabited these woods 
and waters long before our ancestors 
came and whose deep and abiding rev-
erence for these lands is now truly leg-
endary.Thoughitwasnon-nativeEdwin
Bernbaum who included mighty Katah-
din as one of the sacred mountains of 
theworld inhis remarkable1990work
The Sacred Mountains of the World,
native peoples know instinctively that 
such a designation includes the lands 
surrounding the Katahdin massif. I am
certain they would encourage us in our 
efforts to preserve and protect these sa-
credspaces.
 Thereareloggersheretodaywhocut
over the great timber parcels in these 
lands for three-quarters of a century
fromthe1830s to theearly1900s.De-
spite the almost total clear-cutting phi-
losophy to which they adhered at that 
time,theirstoriesofhardshipandbrav-
ery are an important part of the history 
wecelebrate in these lands.The forest,
of course, recovered from their touch
and will continue to recover and regen-
erateovertheyearstocome.

 Iwant you tohear the voices of the
recreationists who came to these lands 
beginning in the 1840s when access
was gained to the East Branch and to Ka-
tahdin.Theycame tohike, to canoe, to
camp – so they might return to their work 
and their families refreshed and invigo-
rated.Doyouheartheirvoicestoday?
 Ihopeyouwillhearthevoicesofthe
botanists,thegeologists,andotherscien-
tists who unlocked so many of the hidden 
wondersoftheselandsacrosstheyears.
Theirdiscoveriesareapartofthehistory
ofthePenobscotEastBranchwatershed.
 I note the proprietors of several re-
mote sporting camps are here to remind 
us of their pioneering efforts to pro-
vide some measure of comfort for the 
recreationists – theHunt Farm, Bowlin
Camps, Little Spring Brook Camps, all
on the Penobscot East Branch; Katahdin 
Lake Wilderness Camps on awe-inspir-
ing Katahdin Lake; and especially Lunk-
soosCamps,alsoontheEastBranchand
which today serves as the on-the-ground 
centerfortheselands.Whatstoriesthose
trailblazerscouldsharewithus.Doyou
heartheirvoices?
 Todaytherearepresentanumberof
very distinguished persons whose indi-
vidualvoicesweneedsomuchtohear.
There isHenryDavidThoreauwhoca-
noed down the Penobscot East Branch in 
1856,campingalongtheway,andthen
extolling in later writings the wonders 
and challenges of the very lands we lift 
uptoday.
 I see one of the greatest American
artists is here today – Frederic Edwin
Church.ChurchpaintedfirstatMt.Desert
Islandbutventuredinlandtothesevery
East Branch Lands and was so moved by 
his experience of the wilderness here he 
bought a farm on Millinocket Lake cre-
ating several of his major works in these 
specialplaces.
 I want you to hear the resounding,
bully voiceofTheodoreRooseveltwho
as a young Harvard student marched 
across these very lands with his guides 
BillSewallandWillDowofIslandFalls,
stayingat theHuntFarm,andclimbing
Katahdininhismoccasins.Iamcertain
his experience here made a profound 
contribution to his magnificently stub-
born commitment to the American con-
servation movement in the early 20th
Century,leadingin1916,100yearsago,

to the establishment of the National Park 
Service.Thankyou,Mr.President.
 IseeGovernorPercivalProctorBax-
terisheretoday.Heandsomeofhispo-
litical friends camped overnight at the 
Lunksoos Camps before climbing Katah-
din in 1920.Thus it was in these very
landswhere Baxter found confirmation
forhismagnificentobsessiontoprotect
the mountain and the lands around it for 
all time. He is no doubt beckoning us
even today to further his historic person-
almission.Doyouhearhisvoiceinour
midst?Thankyou,GovernorBaxter.
 AlsopresenttodayisMyronAvery,the
Maine lawyer who almost single-hand-
edlybroughtthevalleyofWassataquoik
Stream to thepublic’s attentionby tell-
ingitsstoryandrelatingitshistory.
 Ah! Yes! Associate Supreme Court
JusticeWilliamO.Douglasisalsopres-
ent to encourage us in our preservation 
efforts.AfteroneofhistripstotheWas-
sataquoikregionhewrote:

 God made it for man and all His oth-
er creatures – to use, to adore, but not to 
destroy. In this wilderness the body cells 
are once more in rhythm. The source 
of wind in birches, the conversation of 
swamp crickets, the gentle swish of trout 
feeding on the surface make the music 
man needs to survive the mad rush of 
the machine age.
 
Doyouhearhisvoice?
 Timedoesnotallowothersuch
voices to be heard yet they are out 
there,includingthevoicesofthoseyet
born.Wemustheedtheircall–these
lands are worthy to be preserved and 
protected for all the people and for 
generationstocome.
           John Neff
          Winthrop, Maine

Opposition to Monument
 I don’t believe all of yourmember-
ship can support the position taken by 
thegoverningBoard. I certainlydonot
for many reasons including the votes of 
communitiesinthearea.Ibelieveeven
BSP itself can be adversely affected in
thelongtermbythis“national”action.
                    William Bromley
                                        Ellsworth, Maine

Continued on pg. 7
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National Monument Film
 I am writing you today to introduce a
shortfilminsupportofanewnationalpark
(ormonument)intheMaineWoods.Itcanbe
viewed at: https://youtu.be/TgHENKnPB2U
(BestviewedinstunningHDinstereo!)Here
are details and the thought process behind 
thecreationofthefilm:
 Forovertenyears,Ihavebeenonajour-
neyofdiscovery,filming,photographingand
learningabouttheland,people,andrichhis-
toryoftheMaineWoods,aplacenearand
deartomyheart,andaplaceIlove.Today,
thankstoabenefactor’sgenerousoffertodo-
nate87,500acresplusa$40millionoper-
atingendowment,wehave theopportunity
to create a new jewel in the national park 
system,awildernessparkintheheartofthe
magnificentMaineWoods.
 Amidst the millions of acres of the Maine 
WoodsliethePenobscotEastBranchLands,
rich in historical, cultural and natural fea-
tures.BorderedonthewestbyBaxterState
Park with the East Branch of the Penobscot 
Riverrunningthroughitsheart,theareain-
cludes amazing opportunities for tradition-
aloutdooractivities.Oneof thearguments
againstthecreationofanationalparkIhave
seenandheardovertheyearsis“there’snoth-
ing thereworthyofapark.”Well, I’veseen
the lands, studied the history and respect-
fullybegtodiffer.Thisfilmismyanswerto
that statement.The lands areworthy and I
hope more people will embrace efforts to 
createthepark.
                                                       Scot Miller
                                                    Dallas, Texas

New Membership Incentive
Joinnowasanewmemberandqualifyfora
chancetowinthisyear’sprize:acedargarden
benchhandmadebyFriendsBoardmember
BobJohnston.Thedrawingwillbeinthefall,
sodon’tmissthislimitedopportunity!

Katahdin goes to Trail Days
ByAaronMegquier

 Friends recentlyattended theTrailDays
festivalinDamascus,Virginia.Tomyknowl-
edge,thiswasourfirstmajoroutreacheffort
outside the state of Maine. This three-day
event,whichdrawsabout15,000people,is
acelebrationoftheAppalachianTrailandan
annualreunionfortheAThikercommunity.
I’vebeentoldthatit’sthelargestfestivalofits
kindanywhereintheworld.
 OurgroupatTrailDaysincludedBoard
membersDickKlainandJaimeRenaud(aka
Navigator),PaulRenaud(akaOleMan),and
myself.OneofourATAmbassadorsforthis
year,long-timeBSPvolunteerDaveEdwards,
alsoattended.Dave iscurrently thru-hiking
theATwithhisdaughterKelly,andbothhave
enthusiastically agreed to serve as ambassa-
dors to other hikers on the trail about respect-
ingBaxterStateParkandKatahdin.Ourfi-
berglass Katahdin mountain model made the 
triptoo–includingabout200milesonthe
roofofmyHondaFitbeforeweswitchedto
alargerrentalvehicle.Katahdinwasamajor
drawatthefestival,withmanypeoplerush-
ingintoourbootheagertotakeacloserlook.
 Over the course of the weekend, we
had one-on-one conversations with about 
1,000peoplewhovisitedourbooth.Many
ofthesewerecurrentthru-hikerswithques-
tions about finishing on Katahdin. Friends
alsogaveapresentationonFridayeveningto
agroupofabout50people.Manythanksto
ourfriendsatALDHA(theAppalachianLong
DistanceHikersAssociation)forinvitingusto
TrailDays,andgraciouslyhostingourtablein
theirlargetent.Inanearbytent,stafffromthe

AppalachianTrailConservancy spentmuch
of the weekend explaining the new Baxter 
StateParkpermit system,andchattingwith
hikers about the need to be respectful on 
Katahdin.We reallyappreciate thepartner-
shipandsupportofthesetwoorganizations,
as well as grant support from Patagonia that 
helpedfundourparticipationinTrailDays.

CedargardenbenchmadebyBobJohnston.
                                          – Photo © Judy Feinstein

TheAppalachianTrailpassesrightthroughthedown-
townandcommunityparkinDamascus,Virginia,
makingitaperfectvenueforathru-hikerfestival.
                                       – Photo © Aaron Megquier 

Friendsispublishinganewposterwithguidelinesfor
ATthru-hikersonhowtofinishwellinBaxterState
Park.Thiswillbeprintedinaneditionof500copies,
at13”x19”insize.Friendswilldistributethisposter
tohikerhostelsalongtheentireATcorridor,aswellas
theAppalachianTrailConservancy’sVisitorCenterin
HarpersFerryandotherkeylocations.

Percival Baxter’s first gift of land 
to the State of Maine included 
much of Katahdin itself. When he 
made this gift, he transferred it:

a.) In its entirety
b.) As a 3/8 interest in the property 
c.) As a 5/8 interest in the property
d.) As a 1/2 interest in the property

Send Trivia answers to:
admin@friendsofbaxter.org

???Baxter State Park Trivia 

– Puzzle Master Al Howlett 
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FBSP is offering an expanded series of overnight trips, day hikes, and other adventures this summer. Advance 
sign-up is required, and space is limited. Please RSVP to Sarah Holland at admin@friendsofbaxter.org. 

Evening Program at Katahdin Stream: July 23
JoinwritersPaulCorriganandBryanWigginsforaselectionofKatahdin-themedreadingsaroundthecampfireatKatahdinStream.Free.
Host: Paul Corrigan 
Day Hike of New Abol Trail: August 6
 AftertwoyearsofhardworkbytheMaineConservationCorpsandBSPstaff,theAbolTrailwillreopeninsummer2016.Come
checkoutthenewversionofthishistoricroutetothesummitofKatahdin!Limitedlean-tospaceisavailableonFridayeveningfor
thosewhowouldliketostaythenightbefore.Host:PaulCorrigan 

Kidney Pond Weekend: September 8 – 10 ** TRIP IS FULL**
 KidneyPondmakesawonderfulbasecampforhikingonthewesternsideofthePark,paddlingthemanypondsinthearea,orre-
laxinginthelibrarywithfriends.JoinourdayhikeoftheOwlonFridayifyouwish.Cost:$75perpersonforthreenights.Capaci-
ty:8Hosts:MarionGray,AndyWalsh.

Day Hike of the Owl: September 9
 TheOwlisachallengingdayhikewithspectacularviewsofWitherleRavineandKatahdin.We’llmakethe6.6-mileroundtrip
andenjoylunchonthesummitifconditionspermit.Capacity:11Host:AaronMegquier

South Branch Pond Weekend: October 14 - 16 
EnjoytwonightsatSouthBranchPond,withwonderfulopportunitiesforhiking,swimming,canoeing,fishing,andrelaxing.Join
ourdayhikeofNorthTravelerifyouwish.Cost:$22perperson.Host:DickKlain

North Traveler Day Hike: October 14
NorthTraveleroffersfascinatinggeologyandsweepingviewsoverthenorthernportionofBaxterStateParkandtheEastBranchof
thePenobscot.WewilldepartfromSouthBranchPondCampground.Capacity:11
 

2016 Walks in the Park

Friends of Baxter State Park
PO Box 322
Belfast, ME 04915
Visitusatwww.friendsofbaxter.org
Emailusatinfo@friendsofbaxter.org

We’relookingfornewFriends!
_______$10Student
_______$25Individual
_______$35Family
_______$60Sponsor
_______$100HamlinPeak
_______$250KnifeEdge
_______$500Traveler
JoinourGovernorBaxterSociety:
_______$1,000PamolaPeak
_______$2,500SouthPeak
_______$5,267BaxterPeak

_______$10,000Katahdin

PleasemakecheckspayabletoFriendsofBaxterStatePark,orjoinonline.
Duesandcontributionsaretaxdeductibletotheextentprovidedbylaw.
Sendto:
Friends of Baxter State Park
PO Box 322
Belfast, ME 04915 Thank you!
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 Baxter Park has been around for a 
while now. Percival Baxter’s initialDeed
of Gift was offered to the Maine Legisla-
ture inMarchof1931.Over the follow-
ing thirty-one years, Baxter refined and
sharpened his intentions regarding the 
management of the Park through language 
providedinsubsequentDeedsofGift,and
ancillary communications as he contin-
uedtobuildhisParktowardthe201,018
acresitwouldbecomeby1962.
 Since that time, ParkAuthorities and
staff have continued to work to clarify 
anddefinethePark’smissionasintended
by Baxter and in the context of current 

knowledge and understanding. Other
Stateagencieshavelonghistoriessimilar
toBaxterStatePark,butfewhavehadthe
consistency of focus and mission that the 
trustnatureoftheParkhasprovided.
 IhaveoftensaidthatIfeelthatitisa
privilegetoworkforBaxterPark.Thisfeel-
ingis,inlargepart,areflectionofthevalue
of the enduring nature of the Park as an op-

eratingentity.TheParkcannotbemerged,
sold,ortraded.Ourmissioncannotchange.
Toworkforsuchaplacemeansthatonecan
takepartinalonghistory,andjoinalongline
of people who shared the same dedication to 
thecontinuationandpreservationofanidea.
Formeatleast,thisisauniqueandirresistible
opportunity.Forthoseofusfortunateenough
to work for the Park, we can rest assured
that our children, grandchildren, and great
grandchildrencanunderstand,enjoyand,if
theywish,participateinthesamework,the
samededicationtothesameidea.Iseethis
understanding in the eyes of Baxter family 
memberslikeMikeandRupertWhite,who
continuetoservethePark.TheParkprovides
us an opportunity to explore and renew our 
personal connection to our natural world.
Therecognitionofnatureasaforcethatwill
function perfectlywith, orwithout us, is a
connectionIbelieveiscriticalforustomain-
tainandstrengtheninourgeneration,andthe
generationstocome.
 Working for the Park means, in part,
workingtopreservewilderness.Thisisnota
commontaskinoursociety.Whilemanyof
us understand and support the idea of wilder-
ness as a designated status for some portion 
ofourpubliclands,mostmembersofourso-
ciety will never set foot in a wilderness and 
fewer yet of us will earn a living in the man-

Annual State of the 
Park Report

by Jensen Bissell

TheBaxterStateParkAuthority,shownheremeetinginthelibraryatKidneyPond,isthesolegoverning
authorityforBaxterStatePark.CurrentAuthoritymembersareJanetMills,AttorneyGeneral;Chandler
Woodcock,CommissionerofInlandFisheriesandWildlife;andDougDenico,DirectoroftheMaineForest
Service.ParkDirectorJensenBissellisatright.– Photo courtesy of Baxter State Park

BaxterStateParkisnowoneofthelargestemployersintheKatahdinRegion,withannualpayrolland
benefitsofabout$2.6million.–Photo courtesy of Baxter State Park
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agementandadministrationofwilderness.To
work as a wilderness manager suggests that 
youdevelopaneyeforthelongplay.
 You try to develop an ear for distin-
guishing the signal from the noise. Per-
civalBaxterhadthiseye,thisear–hepur-
chasedlandthatwasunwanted,cutover,
burntup.Lookatitnow.Hehadthelong
view – he heard the signal through the 
noise.Baxtermandatedthatwenotonly
protectthewilderness,butthatweinvite
peopletohike,camp,fishandspendtime
in the wilderness.To be sure, we know
Baxterwantedusfirst toprotect thewil-
derness values of the Park and only sec-
ondlytoincluderecreation.Itisthismix-
ture–theinclusionofpeople,sometimes
lots of them – that provides the fuel for 
almost all of our management challeng-
es.ThelimitationofdailyaccesstoBaxter
Peak,involvingpoliciesthathavebeenin
placeinsomeformforaround3decades,
arepoliciesthatdefinetheuniquenature
ofthePark’smanagement.Fewotherplac-
es employ limitations on public use like 
BaxterPark.This is inpartbecause these
policies are often unpopular in our soci-
ety.Theeffectiveapplicationofthesepol-
iciesrequiresdisciplineandcommitment
to clear principles of resource protection 
–seeingthelongview,hearingthesignal
throughthenoise.
 Including both employees and con-

tractedservices,theParkAuthorityapplies
theeffortsofabout100peopletomanage
the Park – almost all of them to service,
inform, protect and monitor the recre-
ationalvisitorsinthePark.Consequently,
we have applied a lot of attention over the 
past10yearstoensuringthatthestructure
anddefinitionofthePark’sstaffisclearly
defined and accurately reflects thework
theyarepaidtodoonbehalfofthePark.
Inaddition,wehaveworkeddiligentlyto
be sure that our staff is appropriately com-
pensatedandthatthepayandbenefitsof
our positions allow the Park to compete 
effectivelyforqualitypeople.Ithastaken
usalmosttenyears,butwehaveconduct-
ed formal reviews of almost every position 
inthePark.Thestrength,beautyandspir-
itualdrawof thePark’s landscape,along
withthepermanentnatureofthePark,will
always help us tremendously in our efforts 
tobuildandmaintainaskilled,motivated
andhappystaff.
 We also carefully consider the facilities 
we provide for Park visitors.Our lodging
menuhasnotchangedmuchin75years.
Wecontinuetoprovidetentsites, leantos
(mostly of log construction), bunkhouses
withacapacityof8or10,21cabinsattwo
campgrounds, and several group areas.
Thehandfulofchangesthathaveoccurred
havebeenmodest, includingnewleantos
atHudsonPond,FrostPond,Wassataquoik
Lake, Center Pond, and Katahdin Lake.
Manyyearsago,weremovedabunkhouse

atKatahdinStreamCampground.We fol-
lowed this several years later with the in-
stallationof theLongDistanceHikersite.
Thisyear,weareplanningtoinstallabunk-
house at Nesowadnehunk Field Camp-
ground.Wewillretainthesmallcabinthat
has been serving as a bunkhouse and offer 
itasatwo-personcabinrental.Wehaven’t
addedagroupcampingarea in50years,
but we have redesigned three of the four 
groupareasinthePark.Overtheyears,a
modest amount of land has been added 
to the Park, increasing the Park’s size by
roughlyfivepercent.Whilewehaveadded

BaxterStateParkmaintainsakiosknearwherethe
ATcrossestheParkboundarytosharekeyinforma-
tionwiththru-hikers.
                        – Photo courtesy of Baxter State Park    

Parkinfrastructurerequirescontinualmaintenance,
andsometimescompletereplacement.Here,BSP
staffareinstallinganewgateatMatagamon.
                        – Photo courtesy of Baxter State Park    
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Thelean-toonthewesternendofWassataquoikLakeisoneofthefewnewcampsitesthathavebeen
addedbyBaxterStateParkduringthelastseventy-fiveyears.
                                                                                                         – Photo courtesy of Baxter State Park    
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three lean-tos on the Katahdin Lake par-
cel,wehavenotaddedanycampingca-
pacityontheWestBranchorToguePond
purchases.Overtime,IexpecttheParkto
feel increasing pressure to add amenities to 
ourlodging,butIexpectthattheParkwill
maintainasimple,rusticapproachtoover-
nightvisitation.Westrivetokeepourpric-
esmodestaswell.Ourfeereviewproto-
col has guided pricing changes in the Park 
for two decades.Our last price increase
wasin2010.
 In addition to our public facilities,
we have a surprisingly extensive array of 
operational facilities including storage 
buildings, staff housing, gatehouses and
ourHeadquarterscomplexinMillinocket.
The maintenance of these facilities pro-
videsadifferentsetofchallenges.Weare

just now completing an expansion of the 
Park’s warehouse facility in Millinocket
and we are on track to complete the re-
placement of the staff lodging facility at 
Kidney Pond Campground by the end of 
thesummerseason.
 One challenge that runs through the
management of all Park facilities is the 
managementoftechnology.Thisyear,we
are planning to complete a solar power 
installationatToguePondGatehouse ro-
bust enough to provide a continuous in-
ternet connection at the gate and power 
for hand-held devices for the gatehouse 
attendants.Theobjectiveistoconnectthe
gatetothePark’sreservationsystemandto
eliminate a disjunct in our data collection 
thathas existed formanyyears. In addi-
tion,wewillbegintochangetheregistra-
tion process in ways that will shorten the 
time necessary to process a vehicle enter-
ing the Park and improve the collection 
and storage of the data that forms our use 
statistics.Itisourintentionthatthisbethe
clear line in the extension of technology 
into the Park. Other than simple hand-
helddevices,wehavenoplanstoextend
technology further into the Park and will 
resistoutsideeffortstodoso.Idoexpect
that the desire for technology from both 
visitorsandstaff,particularlywireless in-
ternetaccess,willbeapressure thePark
willneedtofaceintheyearsahead.
 Lastly,wehavebeenworkingon the
Park’s transportation infrastructure, both
roadsandtrails.Thisyear,weareplanning
the replacement of two large culverts on 
the ParkTote Road north of theMarston
trailhead.Thisworkwillrequiretheclos-
ingof theToteRoad to through trafficat
thispointforupto10days.Thiswillbea
test of our ever-improving planning abil-
ities and we are hoping for a successful 
outcome,becausemorechallengingproj-
ectslieahead.Wewillbecontinuingwith
theTrautmannTrailImprovementProgram
with the first stages of a relocation of a
sectionoftheHuntTrail.Wehaverestruc-
tured our trails program and we hope to 
soonhiretwoTrailSpecialists tomanage
the increased trail maintenance and con-
struction efforts we can now apply to the 
Park trail system.The work on our road
and trail infrastructure will continue on for 
atleastthenexttwodecades.
 Speakingoftrails,oureffortstoaddress
management and use issues concerning 

thesectionoftheAppalachianTrailinthe
Park has drawn some attention in recent 
months.Thisissuedeservesapassingmen-
tioninthebroaderperspectiveofthePark.
TheATConservancy’sregionalstaffandthe
ATcommunity ingeneralhavebeenvery
attentivetotheAuthority’sincreasingcon-
cerns withAT hiker behavior in the Park
andparticularlyatBaxterPeak.Theefforts
oftheFriendsofBaxterStateParkregarding
this issuehavealso, andwill continue to
be, verymuchappreciated.ThePark’s ef-
forts to address the issue of the growth of 
AThikeruse in theParkwill take several
yearstounfold.Thisisprimarilyaneffortto
address functional differences in the Appa-
lachianTrailConservancyandtheNational
Park Service operational management of
theAT,and theBaxterStateParkAuthori-
ty’sresponsibilityastrusteesofBaxterState
Park. The difference is fundamental and
involvesfindinga resolution to thediffer-
ences between a model that encourages 
unlimited growth and one that caps use at 
discretelimits.
 Thisyear,theParkisimplementingan
ATHikerPermitCard system forAThik-
ersenteringthePark.Itmightbehelpfulto
thinkofthisasa“DashPassforAThikers.”
FromthePark’sperspective,thisisthefirst
stepinaddressingtheissue,which,again,
will likely take a number of years to ful-
ly resolve.When lookedat froma close
enough perspective, the Park appears to
beconstantlychanging.Anewtrailhere,
a replaced building there, but looked at
froma regionalperspective, theParkap-
pears as unchanging as Index Rock.We
haveaboutthesamenumberofstaff,the
same campgrounds and most of the same 
trails aswe had 30 years ago.We even
have many of the same visitors! 
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Accordingtoa2008study,visitorstoBaxterState
Parkgenerate$6.9millionineconomicactivity
annually,helpingtosupportthetourismeconomy
ofMaineandtheKatahdinRegion.
                        – Photo courtesy of Baxter State Park    

BaxterStateParkisplanningtorelocatetwosections
oftheHuntTrailaspartoftheTrautmannTrailIm-
provementInitiative.
                            – Map courtesy of Baxter State Park
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 In2008,wecompletedaneconomicassessmentthatcalcu-
latedthatthePark’scontributiontothelocaleconomywasinthe
neighborhoodofsixmilliondollarseachyear.Thatcontribution,
adjustedforinflation,haslikelybeenaboutthesameforthepast
45yearsandwilllikelycontinueintothefuture.Duringthispe-
riod,theeconomiclandscapearoundtheParkhaschangedtre-
mendouslyandcontinuestochange.WhileIthinktheParkwasa
greatgifttothepeopleofMaine,Ialsobelievethestabilityofthe
ParkasanorganizationhasbeenagifttotheMillinocketregion.
Intermsofpeople’slives,stabilityisnotabadthingandIhope
the Park can provide a foothold for positive change in the region 
intheyearsahead.
 Providing this stable foothold for positive change in the re-
gion,whilecarefullyprotectingthePark,willrequirethededica-
tionandhardworkofallofus.TheFriendsofBaxterStatePark
hasbeenagreatteammateforPercivalBaxter’sParkoverthepast
sixteenyearsandhasanimportantroletoplayinthefuture.Our
strong relationship continues to contribute to the success and 
protectionof thePark.Ourmutual efforts inoutreachprojects

liketheParkCalendar,theKnow Before You Go Brochure, and 
thecontributionstheFriendshavemadetowardmajortrailwork
efforts,theParkTrailGuide,thePark’sTrailInventoryandVegeta-
tionMappingprojects,NaturalistAdventurePacks,fundingforstaff
training,theVolunteerProgram,andbroaderprojectssuchasthe
MaineYouthWildernessLeadershipProgramand thecompletion
ofthecompilationofthePark’shistoryinGovernor Baxter’s Magnif-
icent Obsession,andthesoontobereleasedPlants of Baxter State 
Parkguide,havehadatremendouspositiveeffectontheprotection
andsuccessfulmanagementofthePark.Iwanttoexpressmyap-
preciationtotheFriendsforyourcontinuingcommitmenttoBaxter
StateParkandoursymbioticandproductiverelationship.
 The future can’t be known, but building resilientmanage-
mentandmakingopen-mindedpreparationcanhelp.Mostim-
portantly,itisimportanttoknowwhereyouaregoing,whatyou
wanttobe,whatissignalandwhatisjustnoise.Ithinkweknow
thesethingsandwehavePercivalBaxtertothankforit.Ithink
thefutureofBaxterStateParkisgreatandIwanttothankyouall
forhelpingmakeitso.

Thiswordcloudshowsthelanguageused
byParkDirectorJensenBissellinhisannual
StateoftheParkaddressatthe2016Annual
MeetingofFriendsofBaxterStatePark.
    – Graphic courtesy of Baxter State Park    
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