
 

Executive Director’s Column
by Aaron Megquier

 Editor’s Note: This column first appeared in 
our 2014 winter issue (Volume 13.1) of Forev-
er Wild. The Plants of Baxter State Park field guide 
was published in 2016, and presents scientific de-
scriptions of all 857 known plant species in the Park. 
Proudly offered in our bookstore for many years, this 
guide is one of our best-loved books.
 I spent some of the happiest days of my child-
hood exploring the hidden corners of Baxter State 
Park. Often with my Dad, and sometimes with 
newfound independence, I went bushwhacking up 
the headwaters of Wassataquoik Stream, wading 
through alder swamps on my way to Weed Pond, 
and scrambling up rock faces in Pogy Notch.
 I didn’t pay much attention to identifying what I 
was looking at – that interest would come later as I 
followed a path into conservation biology and bota-
ny – but my appreciation for what I saw was bound-
less. I’m sure I walked right past some plant species 
that have yet to be documented in the Park almost 
thirty years later. That is about to change, thanks to 
the Plants of Baxter State Park project. Highlighted in 
our feature article on this page, this is one of the most 
important things to happen to the Park since Gover-
nor Baxter made his first gift of land in 1931. Think 
for a moment about how much plants impact your 
experiences in the Park. We hike through living tun-
nels of trees, pull ourselves up the Saddle Trail with 
birches worn smooth from generations of hands, and 
take shelter behind stunted spruces on the Tableland.
 From an ecological perspective, plants are the 
foundation of the Park’s ecosystems. They support 
every other living thing, from grey jays to moose. 
And yet our knowledge of them is incomplete at 
best. The Plants of Baxter State Park project aims to 
figure out what plants species are found in the park, 
where they grow, and how they are doing and put 
this information in the hands of Park staff. It will 

 In the 1970s, the Blackburn girls, Karen, Barbara, Rena, and Gail, were the girls of 
Baxter. Our dad, George Blackburn, was a Park Ranger at Abol and Katahdin Stream 
Campgrounds when we were young. Thinking back to the summers spent in Baxter State 
Park, I recognize we had a remarkable childhood experience that, being kids, we took for 
granted. Every year, we spent our entire summer living in the Park, exploring, camping, 
hiking, swimming, fishing, and developing a deep love of the woods and the mountain.
  Many mornings we ran with my dad, who was former military. We must have been 
quite a sight, running through the campground, following him like a row of little 
ducklings. Sometimes, we got to sleep in a lean-to or tent site if it wasn’t used by 
campers that night. It was great fun sleeping in tents and lean-tos and having girl-sized 
campfires. Sometimes we stayed in a cabin at Daicey Pond and went canoeing on 
the pond. We were natural explorers, and as we got older, we thought we had much 
more freedom, unaware that the Rangers were keeping an eye out for us. We could 
even invite friends to stay with us from time to time. Every summer, we hiked most 
trails in the Park and up over the mountain.
  We loved going places with our dad. We all wanted to ride in his big green Park truck. 
One of our favorite trips was going to the dump when he emptied the big trash barrels. 
During that time, it was an open dump site and a popular spot for visitors because the 
sound of the barrels would be like a dinner bell attracting bears, including sometimes 

The Girls of Baxter
By Barbara Blackburn Beaulieu 

Rena and Gail help wash dad’s Ranger truck while Barbara and Karen watch from the porch. 
                                                                                                                         – Photo © Jean Blackburn
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the lighters are defective?
 I had four milestones that first night: the 
camp stove, campfire, wood stove, and the 
tricky gas cabin lamp. Once I had all those 
working (thanks to tricks my dad, a volunteer 
firefighter, taught me growing up), I knew I 
was home free. I settled in, roasted hot dogs, 
watched the sun go down, and got a great 
night’s sleep. The one thing left to contend 
with was the hindrance I live with every day: 
chronic pain.
 Pain naturally contains daily fear for me. 
On the trail, I have to constantly be mind-
ful of roots, rocks, and the precise location 
of places to rest and turnaround points. It is 
simpler for me in Baxter because I’ve known 
from childhood which trails are easy: the first 
mile of Double Top, Elbow Pond, Kettle Pond, 
and Sandy Stream are a few. The key to the trip 
was learning how to use a hot water bottle and 
first-aid ice packs for pain management.
 I hiked about an hour a day. In the eve-
nings, I did long yoga workouts in the field. I 
kayaked on Kidney Pond. I didn’t compare my-
self to thru-hikers and climbers, nor did I wish 
I had anyone with me. I sketched, cooked, 
drank hot tea, read, and mostly stared at the 
sky and meditated to the sound of fire. It was 
an intense spiritual sojourn brought about by 
the willingness to face fear and pain. In other 
words, it was the adventure of a lifetime.
 The prompt for next time is CLARITY. Send 
by mail to our address on the left, or by email 
to  rachel@friendsofbaxter.org before May 1st.
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also make this information accessible to the public 
through a beautiful, full-color field guide. We would 
welcome your involvement and support on this proj-
ect. I helped out with three days of field research in 
the north end of the Park last summer, and it’s like 
being a kid on Christmas morning! Volunteers are 
welcome, but there are many other ways to help that 
don’t involve hiking boots or hip waders. If you’d like 
to support this effort, or take part in it yourself, please 
get in touch.

Member Stories
Editor: Rachel Spatz Bidstrup

Membership Coordinator

 In the last newsletter I 
announced the creation of 
this Member Stories column. 
In this space, we seek sub-
missions from our members 
of writing, visual art, pho-
tography, etc. Our prompt 
last time was FORTITUDE. 
Below is the beautiful sub-

mission we received from member Robyn Norris 
of Bangor.
 FORTITUDE noun: Strength of mind that allows 
one to endure pain or adversity with courage.  Syn-
onyms: courage, pluck, grit, backbone, strength.
 In 2013, I didn’t even know the correct route 
from Bangor to Acadia National Park until I asked 
an acquaintance to take me. Not only was that the 
start of a dear friendship, but since then, I have trav-
eled all over Maine, hiking, camping, and playing 
summer tourist. These days I do what some people 
don’t ever try — I do everything alone.
 It seems every year, there is a Facebook Maine 
Hiking post by someone afraid to hike alone, espe-
cially as a woman. I tell her she can thrive on the 
trail, stay safe, and enjoy solitude in wilderness. 
Everyone joins in on those threads, and she, armed 
with new trail preparedness and well wishes, goes 
on to love her adventures. In recent years, I have 
taken that to a new level.
 Last fall, I undertook my second 3-night camp-
ing trip to Cozy Cabin at Nesowadnehunk by my-
self. I was fearful of all kinds of things, such as not 
having enough water (I think 10 gallons is enough), 
or the oil pan being struck by a rock on the dirt road 
(campers are famously helpful to stranded drivers), 
or what if the camp stove doesn’t work, what if all 

Nesowadnehunk sunset.            – Photo @ Robyn Norris

Friends of Baxter State Park 
strives to inspire passion for 
the Park’s wild character in 
the spirit of Percival Baxter. 
We promote exemplary use, 
natural resource steward-
ship, and a healthy Katahdin 
region to ensure the Park 
forever remains a refuge.

Director’s Column    Continued from pg.1



cubs. Usually, they would stay a safe distance from the vehicles, 
roaming the dump and picking through the trash for food. The Rang-
ers monitored the dump to ensure people stayed safely in their cars 
and didn’t feed the bears. In the past, I had witnessed bears fighting 
over some goodie in the trash. Seeing the bears was always exciting 
until a day that would impact me for years.
  It was my turn to go to the dump with my dad to watch him 
empty the barrels. When we arrived, there were no bears to be seen, 
and before my dad emptied any barrels, a modified bus drove in. 
My dad said he would be right back. He walked to the other side of 
the dump to check out the vehicle he didn’t think was allowed in the 
park. I watched him talk to the driver then saw my dad enter the bus 
to check it out. Just as he disappeared inside the bus, a bear, who 
smelled the barrels, approached our truck from behind. It climbed 
right into the back of the truck! It was so close to me as I looked out 
the back window. I was terrified and crawled to the truck’s floor-
boards and cried for my dad to come back. He was there in a flash. 
He shouted and the bear ran off.
 I had nightmares about bears for years! The dream finally 
stopped about ten years ago when I spent a week at Katahdin Lake. 
There was a bear roaming near the campground. I wanted to leave, 
but I was proud of myself for overcoming my fears and staying put, 
and I have never had the dream again. Living in the Park made us 
aware that bears are wild animals, not like Yogi Bear. 
 My mom, Jean, would chauffeur us from place to place in the 
Park. She would plan picnics at Abol Beach or take the four of us girls 
for an afternoon on the sliding rocks. One time we walked into Sandy 
Stream Pond to see the moose. We hiked about a mile and climbed 
out on a big rock to view the pond. We happened to come between 
a mother and a baby moose. The mother moose chased us down the 
trail. Just when we thought she was gone, she would return and chase 
us some more! At the time, we were too young to understand how 
dangerous a moose could be. We girls were laughing as we ran through 
the muck because we couldn’t run fast enough on the planks laid out 
on the trail. We ran all the way back to the trailhead. Then covered from 
head to toe in mud, we laughed all the way to the campground. I don’t 
remember my mother ever hiking with us again.
 I have many fond memories of my time at Baxter Park. My sisters 
and I have hundreds of favorite stories about the Rangers, the things we 
did, and our parents. We all still visit the Park often. I am an artist and 
get my inspiration from the outdoors. I have painted beautiful Katah-
din many times. My sister Gail owns the 100 Mile Wilderness Inn in 
Millinocket and spends her days with hikers, shuttling them to the Park. 
She’s the proud owner of the topographical model of Katahdin from the 

2019 retired sign auction, and she’s very active in supporting the Park.
 We will always be the (lucky) girls of Baxter. It shaped our lifelong 
love of the place we call home.

Girls of Baxter   Continued from pg.1
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2023 Baxter State Park Calendars On Sale
Do you still need a calendar for 2023? Our 2023 Baxter 
State Park calendars are now on sale for $10. You can 
order online at www.friendsofbaxter.org, mail a check to 
PO Box 322, Belfast, ME 04915, or call (207) 331-4503. 
All proceeds benefit Friends of Baxter State Park.

Rena’s first fish.                                                             – Photo @ George Blackburn

Rena and Barbara go fishing.                                             – Photo @ Jean Blackburn

Baxter State Park Staff February 1976, front row (left to right) Gerald Merry, Philip 
McGlauflin, George Blackburn, Edward Jandreau, Robert Howes, Laurent Pingree, 
Warren Nelson. Rear row: A. Lee Tibbs, Thomas Chase, Loren Goode, Arthur York, 
Chris Drew, Barry MacArthur, Charlie Kenney, Carol Dundas, “Buzz” C. Caverly, Jr.
                                                                                        – Photo @ Baxter State Park
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 I have spent enough time this winter learning about Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) that I thought I would see how my last column as 
President would read if I asked Open AI Playground for help. The 
result was not as bad as I expected. With not much prompting, the 
essay I got back – in nanoseconds – had some of the facts right, 
though it missed the mark on some important details and lacked 
personality – or at least my personality.
 Because AI integrates and repeats back what it has been fed 
from multiple sources, it was able to capture some details about 
the Park and now-known challenges of the past four years, chal-
lenges that I didn’t see coming.
 I imagine that AI would have been as wrong as me trying to de-
scribe, in April 2019, what a President of any organization would 
have to deal with.
 From my vantage point, on the “got it right” side of the ledger, 
what I envisioned for my tenure as President might have includ-
ed a new strategic plan; bringing on terrific new staff and saying 
goodbye to a wonderful employee; a re-designed website; and fac-
ing tribal questions.

 But mostly, I would have missed 
the mark. From COVID to labor 
shortages, the most notable feature of 
my tenure through spring 2023 has 
been the need to help plan events 
and programs and then re-adjust and 
re-adjust again. Re-jiggering plans 
became commonplace. A planned 
in-person 20th anniversary celebra-
tion changed to a 21st anniversary 
virtual event as the pandemic persist-
ed. Same with our annual meetings 
and board meetings. We re-config-
ured our youth programs with can-
cellations and re-adjustments. May-
be “re” is the term that best defines 
pandemic time.

 During a period fraught with so much uncertainty, something 
I didn’t miss out on – and AI didn’t touch on – was spending time 
in the Park. I carefully looked at the new bridges on the Roaring 
Brook Road, meant to look overbuilt in 2020, but which may be 
exactly what is needed for future storms.  I hiked Katahdin with a 
mask at the ready to celebrate not just my August birthday but also 
the 100th anniversary of Percival Baxter’s first ascent in 1920. In 
2021, I slogged in a water-filled trail up to Davis Pond then onto 
Hamlin Ridge seeing more chanterelle and hedgehog mushrooms 
than I have found in my entire life. Last fall, I walked out from Rus-
sell Pond in a heavy downpour, but, luckily, Wassataquoik Stream 
was still crossable. And, importantly, I didn’t miss out on my fa-
vorite season – winter. With my intrepid group of women friends, 
we skied along streams, bushwhacked over blowdowns, watched 
otters cleaning their dens, and celebrated the moon over Katahdin.
 Poet laureate Ada Límon describes how the natural world qui-
ets one enough to let settle a sense of being something larger. ‘Even 
as a child, I was that person that would deeply look at the animals 
and the trees and feel like they were as important as whatever I 
was learning in the classroom and as important as ideas.” Amen.
  I didn’t ask AI for help imagining what lies ahead in the next 
five years. This crystal balling is all on me.

 My friend Alice insists that 70 is the new 60, but 75 is 75. In 
case she is right – and I hope she is not – that gives me a four-year 
window for so many outdoor activities and geographies that I al-
ready love or expect to love.
 Katahdin has time on its side. Formed over 400 million years 
ago, it will do just fine weathering human- and nature-induced 
events to come.
 My wish list for the Park? Staffed at full capacity, directed by 
a strong leader. A management plan for the next decade with the 
Deeds of Trust as the bedrock and a vision for a future that con-
fronts issues that Percival Baxter could not have imagined. Re-built 
Daicey cabins that do an even better job than the current cabins at 
housing and enchanting visitors. Plenty of snow and cold during 
the winter season for all the ecological reasons that are needed as 
well as to haul supplies and materials for year-round maintenance 
and summer season stocking. A reservation system that doesn’t have 
employees and visitors pulling their hair out.
 And for Friends of Baxter State Park? I hope that we will be on 
the other side of COVID and can run the Baxter Youth Conservation 
Corps at full tilt, meeting the needs of local teens and serving the 
Park. I want us to grow into our new mission, where support of the 
Park is front and center but is expanded to consider surrounding and 
related communities – how they have historically been connected 
with lands in and around Katahdin and how new relationships de-
velop going forward. I wish for time and resources to take on what 
we see as our role. I wish for funders to continue supporting what 
we are doing, for members to continue valuing our work, offering 
help and suggestions, and for staff with their deep and growing 
knowledge and skills.
 My AI-“commissioned” essay ended with this: “I am grateful to 
have been a part of the Park’s mission to preserve and protect this 
natural wonder.” That is not exactly what I would write, but it’s clos-
er than I might have expected. I thank all of you for the honor in 
letting me get to work with and know you, even when only virtually.

President’s Column 
by Ellen Baum

Ellen Baum, center, retiring President of Friends of Baxter State Park, atop Katah-
din on the 100th anniversary of Percival Baxter’s first summit.                     
                                                                                     –  Photo © Aaron Megquier



  

 Editor’s note: The material in this arti-
cle was drawn from an update written by 
Natural Resource Director Nava Tabak and 
presented to the Baxter State Park Authority 
at its recent meeting on December 2, 2022. 
It has been edited for brevity.  
 This season the Park saw:
  58,342 visitors
  62 % day users
  50 % Maine residents
  18 % visited the BSP Headquarters
   Visitor Center
  68,830 people made reservations
  2,901 Registered AT hikers
 Staff oversaw major road improvements 
on the 2.5 mile long South Branch Pond 
Road, replacing over 30 culverts, installing 
6 new culverts, adding, cleaning, and defin-
ing roadside ditches. Contractors screened 
3,500 and 3,000 yards of gravel at the Ne-
sowadnehunk and East Branch Pits, respec-
tively, for use in this project and other road 
projects.
 Infrastructure improvements included 
installing a new solar system for the Daicey 
Pond ranger station, and construction of a 
new lean-tos at Katahdin Stream and Roar-
ing Brook Campgrounds.
 Trail crew projects included: cleared 
blowdowns from 175 miles of trails, in-
stalled 30 stone steps on the Dudley Trail, 
repaired plumbing and replaced a roof at 
North Branch Camps, replaced 150 feet of 
Togue Beach retaining wall, replaced six trail 
bridges, and 300 feet of bog bridging. The 
trail crew included Adopt-a-Trail volunteers, 
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club Stewards, 
and the Appalachian Mountain Club.
 Other crews included Friends’ Baxter 
Youth Conservation Corps. A five-member 
team joined staff to replace bog bridging 
on the Katahdin Lake and OJI trails. They 
also performed corridor maintenance on 
Katahdin Lake and Martin Ponds Trail, and 
replaced a section of the Togue Beach retain-
ing wall.
 In mid-October, Park roads and trails 
sustained damage due to two major rain 

events that occurred in close succession. 
Two hundred feet washed out on the Roar-
ing Brook Road and minor damage occurred 
south of Katahdin Stream Campground. This 
damage was repaired the same day as the 
storm. The Park’s quick response was ex-
pedited by pre-storm preparations such as 
staging equipment and loading dump trucks 
the day prior to the storms. Staff proactively 
identified storm-susceptible road locations, 
and completed the replacement of 1 culvert, 
the addition of 2 culverts, and improvement 
of multiple side drains. A log jam at the Ka-
tahdin Stream culverts was cleared between 
the two storms, likely preventing serious 
damage to this road crossing.
 Trails throughout the Park sustained 
significant damage from the two storms. In 
particular, the Chimney Pond Trail suffered 
major scouring along the portions of the 
trail that parallel Saddle Brook, and now 
has multiple trenches over a foot deep 
and several stone structures that require 
rebuilding. Many bog bridging sections 
throughout the park were swept off the 
trail and require resetting. The full extent 
of damage to trails is still being assessed, 
and repairs will begin in 2023.
 A&A Brochu, LLC which recently ac-
quired Pelletier Brothers, Inc. has indicated 
their intention to continue executing all of 
Pelletier’s existing contracts with the Park, 
which includes timber harvesting in the Sci-
entific Forest Management Area.
 Eighty-three volunteers contributed a to-
tal of 2,700 hours of their time to the Park 
in 2022. Large volunteer groups included 
the Mitchell Scholars, Friends of Baxter State 
Park’s Maine Youth Wilderness Leadership 

Program, Appalachian Mountain Club, and 
ME Appalachian Trail Maintainers. Post-
COVID the program was fully restored and 
volunteers were honored at a banquet held 
on November 6th. In addition to volun-
teers, we honored the Maine Association for 
Search and Rescue (MASAR), the ME War-
den Service, ME Forest Service, ME Army 
National Guard, Millinocket Airport, and 
Millinocket Fire & Rescue.
 Volunteer projects in 2022 included: 
loon count, lynx survey in SFMA, Katahdin 
arctic butterfly survey, canoe inventory, Earth 
Day litter patrol, campground upgrades, 
new lean-tos, building firepits, painting 
and carpentry, repairing picnic tables, land-
scaping, grounds work, stacking firewood, 
cleaning ditches and culverts, opening and 
closing campgrounds, cleaning flood debris, 
and repositioning bog bridges on the Was-
sataquoik Trail. Thanks go to volunteer coor-
dinators Georgia Manzo and Bruce White, 
and other staff who plan and oversee specif-
ic volunteer projects.
 Winter reservations opened in Novem-
ber. The first day, we processed 96 reserva-
tions, and an additional 13 the next day for 
commercial users. The most popular site in 
winter is the bunkhouse at Chimney Pond. 
Before the end of the first week the bunk-
house was almost booked for the season. 
Other very popular sites include the bunk-
houses at Roaring Brook, South Branch 
Pond, and Nesowadnehunk Field, as well 
as the winter cabins at Daicey Pond. Abol 
Campground is very popular for commer-
cial groups and other winter campers seek-
ing to summit Katahdin, as it provides the 
quickest access.

Update from Baxter State Park
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A sign along the Wassataquoik Stream Trail during flooding on Saturday, October 15. Note the foam on the 
sign and debris in the trees several feet above the current water level.                 –  Photo © Aaron Megquier



Membership Survey  
We want to hear from you!

 While you are kicking back this winter, contemplating your 
next journey to Baxter State Park, please take a few moments to 
complete our 2023 Audience Survey.
 We would like to hear your feedback to understand better the 
interests and opinions of our members and other stakeholders. 
Your input is vital to our continued success. Participating in this 
survey can help make our work more effective and ensure that our 
beloved Baxter State Park remains Forever Wild!
  Find the survey online at www.friendsofbaxter.org/survey, or 
call 207-331-4503 to request a copy by mail.

Please join us for Warm Winter Weekend
 After a three-year hiatus, we are thrilled to invite our members 
to Warm Winter Weekend 2023! This is one of our most popular 
member activities. This event will be held on March 16 - 19 at New 
England Outdoor Center. We have reserved space for thirty people 
to sign up. Winter activities abound at NEOC, such as snowshoeing, 
cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, ice fishing, and sometimes just 
sitting around and relaxing. Side trips to Baxter State Park, Katahdin 
Woods and Waters National Monument, Penobscot River Trails, and 
the Debsconeag Lakes Wilderness Area have taken place in the past. 
We all enjoy meeting old friends and developing new relationships. 
The cost will be about $300 per person for the entire weekend. To 
make a reservation, please call New England Outdoor Center at 
1-800-766-7238 and be sure to mention you are with Friends of 
Baxter State Park. 

Friends of Baxter State Park held our first in-person gathering in three years on 
September 21 in Brunswick at Flight Deck Brewing.  It was attended by almost 50 
people who enjoyed great company, pizza, and drinks.              – Photo © Jym St. Pierre

It’s the little things we love about winter in the outdoors.          – Photo © Craig Kennedy

What is the shortest route, by trail, from a roadside trailhead to 
a named summit in Baxter State Park? Please send trivia answers 

to Rachel Spatz Bidstrup at rachel@friendsofbaxter.org.

Answer: Trivia Question in Fall Newsletter
 In our fall newsletter, we asked: What is the highest elevation 
pond in Baxter State Park that is not reachable by trail? (Bonus points 
if you have bushwhacked to it)
 Congratulations to Rick Young for answering correctly and to Eric 
Hendrickson and Thom Davis, for answering correctly with extra 
points for bushwhacking!
  -Highest pond without a trail I would think would be Klondike 
Pond. I have been there several times using the slide just to the 
southeast of the pond leaving from the large boulder on the NW 
Peaks trail. Even ran into park staff on one trip. -- Fine day to be out 
adventuring!!!!! ~ Eric Hendrickson
 -I am guessing Klondike Pond. ~ Rick Young
 -I think that the highest elevation pond in the park not reachable 
by trail is Klondike Pond, which I visited with Chimney Pond Ranger 
Chris Drew in July 1973. ~ Thom Davis

Lichens at Work on Blueberry Knoll 
By Cope MacClintock and Howard Whitcomb

Reprinted from the Fall 2006 Issue of Forever Wild

 For two old-timer cousins doing a three-day stay at Chimney 
Pond in late July, Blueberry Knoll provided a perfect rain-day al-
ternative hike. The area was replete with ripe blueberries, pale 
bog laurel, and mountain cranberries. From the Knoll, there is a 
grand view of Katahdin Lake.
 At first glance, the topography of the North Basin points to a 
relatively simple glacial history. Indeed, this Basin, along with 
the others on Katahdin, with its classic Alpine features, clearly 
was made by valley glaciers. Valley glaciers are local, form on 
mountain slopes, and erode their way back into the rock, forming 
cirques, tarns, and aretes (Hamlin Ridge, for example).
 These valley glaciers formed during the times of waning and 

Cousins Howard Whitcomb (L) and Cope MacClintock at Blueberry Knoll, 2006.
                                                                                        – Photo @ Jean Blackburn

Continued on pg. 7



waxing Pleistocene continental glaciers that covered New England. 
Continental glaciers originated in the build-up of ice in Labrador.
 When glaciers melt, they leave behind piles of debris. In North 
Basin, a question arises on the origin of the debris on the valley 
floor after the retreat of the last glacial ice. Most authorities say 
that, as the last continental ice sheet melted away, a valley gla-
cier did the finishing touches on North Basin, leaving behind, as 
it melted away, recessional moraines, one east of the tarns (Blue-
berry Ponds) and the other, Blueberry Knoll. But wait a minute, 
not so fast. P.T. Davis argues that the last glacial ice in the Basin 
was continental, and that all depositional features in North Basin 
were left behind as the ice melted. One clue is the presence of 
erratic boulders comprised of a rock type different than the local 
bedrock, which in North Basin is all granite.
 Our contributions to the debate support both alternatives. 
Along the valley wall on the north side of Blueberry Knoll is a 
sharply incised eastward draining gully. If this is an erosional fea-
ture, it could only have been formed by large volumes of rapidly 
flowing water, presumably from a valley glacier melting rapidly 
as it receded westward. One for the valley-ice guys. On the other 
hand, we actually found an erratic boulder made of lava that 
probably came from Traveler Mountain ten miles away. One for 
the continental-ice guys.
 After glaciation, there was no soil. Lichens, able to live on 
bare rock, started the process of making soil by eating away rock 
as they grew. All who walk the Maine woods have seen lichens 
on rock, but only rarely is one privileged to see delicate lichen 
blisters containing tiny rock chips lifted up off the rock surface re-
vealing the early stages of soil formation. We saw such a boulder 
in North Basin.
 Editor’s note: Cope MacClintock is an Invertebrate Paleontol-
ogist, Peabody Museum, Yale University. Howard Whitcomb is 
Friends of Baxter State Park Historian and the compiler of Percival 
P. Baxter’s Vision for Baxter State Park: An Annotated Compilation 
of Original Sources. Interested in Friends’ history? Back issues of 
Forever Wild newsletters can be found on our new website.

Daicey Pond Campground Closing for Repairs  
by BSP Staff

 Baxter State Park will close the Daicey Pond Campground 
from May 2024 to April 2025 to repair the cabins for continued 
public use. The public will continue to have day-use access to 
the area for other recreational activities, such as hiking and fish-
ing. The campground is expected to re-open for the 2025 season.
 Q: Why now?
 A: Without repairs that go beyond routine maintenance, the 
cabins at Daicey Pond Campground will deteriorate to the point 
of needing replacement.
 Q: Why will the whole campground be closed?
 A: After carefully considering all possible options through a 
robust review process, the Park Authority, Advisory Committee, 
and staff have determined that a complete campground closure 
will have the least impact on the wilderness experience of camp-
ground users and will be the most time and cost-effective way to 
accomplish the necessary work.
 Q: Will visitors still be able to fish, boat, and hike around 
Daicey Pond next year?
 A: Yes. We anticipate that there will be access for day use at 
Daicey Pond and the surrounding trails.
 Q: Will the project change how the campground looks and feels?
 A: Designs for the repair work will, as much as possible, main-
tain the cabins’ unique aesthetic and character.
 This project is in its early phases of planning, and further detail 
is not yet available. The Park will provide additional information 
on its website when it is available.
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 Please join us for our Annual Meeting on Tuesday, April 4, 2023, at 6:00 pm via Zoom.
Register here: friendsofbaxter.org/rsvp

 

Friends of Baxter State Park
PO Box 322
Belfast, ME 04915
Visit us at www.friendsofbaxter.org
Email us at info@friendsofbaxter.org

# MyBaxter

We’re looking for new Friends!
_______$10 Student
_______$25 Individual
_______$35 Family
_______$60 Sponsor
_______$100 Hamlin Peak
_______$250 Knife Edge
_______$500 Traveler
Join our Governor Baxter Society:
_______$1,000 Pamola Peak
_______$2,500 South Peak
_______$5,267 Baxter Peak

_______$10,000 Katahdin

Please make checks payable to Friends of Baxter State Park, or join online.
Dues and contributions are tax deductible to the extent provided by law. 
Send to:
Friends of Baxter State Park
PO Box 322
Belfast, ME 04915 Thank you!
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